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We are living in an óonline information societyô 

ñPublic information 

does not belong to 

Government, it 

belongs to the public 

on whose behalf 

government is 

conducted.ò

Speech by The Prime 

Minister on Liberty, 

October 2007



A knowledge and information strategy for Government

ñIn the 21st century, information 

is the force powering our 

democracy and our economy.  

Both the private and the public 

sector increasingly rely on 

information and knowledge, 

and create value through their 

ability to manage these 

valuable assets.ò

Sir Gus OôDonnell

Cabinet Secretary and Head of the 
Home Civil Service

October 2008



Public Sector Information (PSI)

ÅNearly ubiquitous: >100,000 public sector 

bodies in UK

ÅLargest single source of information in Europe

ÅBasis of 15-25% of all data used in e-commerce 

trading and information products

ÅUS information industry = 5 x EU industry 

although economies same size

ÅUK potential value > £1 billion [OFT 2006]



Benefits to public of re-use of (c.f. access to) PSI 

ÅUnderpins democratic accountability (e.g. 

Government meeting PSA targets, local authority and 

CLA outcomes, NHS Trusts meeting 4 hour/18 week, 

MRSA targets, etc)

ÅRaises awareness of citizensô rights and 

responsibilities

ÅFacilitates community activity

ÅCan be used to enhance efficiency e.g. tune 

services, allocate resources to meet real needs

ÅCan underpin innovation and hence create jobs and

provide choice in services



Why is re-use of public sector information so important?

Economic 

growth of 

information 

industry

Social and 

economic 

benefits to 

the tax payer

Improving 

public service 

delivery

Citizen 

awareness of 

their rights

Streamlining 

the right to re-

use PSI



Benefits of PSI Re-use

PSI re-use is essential to 

supporting the type of

cumulative innovation 

required in a knowledge 

economy
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JUST TO MAKE IT 

CLEAR: 

I AM TALKING ABOUT 

NON-PERSONAL 

INFORMATION



If this showed burglaries, would it be personal information?



SO WHERE ARE WE IN 

GETTING THE DESIRED 

BENEFITS?



The legal framework

ÅEU Directive on the Re-use of Public Sector Information 

2003

Å http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0098:

EN:HTML

ÅRe-use of Public Sector Information Regulations S.I. 

2005 No. 1515

Å http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2005/20051515.htm



INSPIRE components

ÅMetadata

ÅNetwork 

Services

ÅData 

Specifications

ÅData and 

Service 

Sharing

ÅMonitoring and 

Reporting


